
The Altavista Recreation Committee held a regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, August 17th, 2021 

at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Town Hall, located at 510 7th Street, Altavista, Virginia. 

Members Present:  Sarah Mattox Roach, Chair 

Councilman Tim George 

Reverend Ed Soto 

    Dr. Deidre Douglas – arrived at 5:40PM 

        

Members Absent:  Victoria Mattox, Vice Chair 

       

Also Present:   Amie Owens, Ex Officio, Assistant Town Manager 

Steve Jester, Ex Officio, YMCA Exec. Director 

    George Sandridge, Main Street Coordinator 

    Crystal Hailey, Office Assistant 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Committee Chair Sarah Mattox Roach called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 

There was a quorum of committee members present. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT: 

There were no citizens present at the August 17th meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Recreation Committee approved the minutes from the May 18th, 2021 Recreation Committee 

Meeting. Councilman George motioned, seconded by Reverend Soto; the motion carried unanimously. 

The July meeting was conducted as informational only, due to not having a quorum, therefore those 

minutes did not need an official vote for approval. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

a. Altavista YMCA – Request for Additional Ballfields in English Park 

 Ms. Owens reminded the Recreation Committee that Mr. Tony Wade came to the July 

meeting as an advocate for the town adding ballfields to the rear section of English Park. She 

informed the Committee that the item would be on Town Council’s August Work Session 

Agenda for consideration. She asked the Recreation Committee if they would like to offer 

Town Council any input or recommendation for this matter. 

 Councilman George stated, per David Tucker, the summer ball program usually had about 125 

kids to participate. He stated the English Park field for consideration was already graded and 

prepped for adequate drainage by Campbell County when they owned that portion of the 

park, so it would not take a lot of additional work to turn the existing field into the desired 

ballfields. Mr. George stated he felt that little league teams were “feeder teams” for the 

Altavista Colonel school teams, which were very popular in the community. 

 Ex Officio Member and YMCA Executive Director Steve Jester stated little league football and 

soccer teams were already utilizing the existing fields in English Park. He stated a lot of small 

towns do not have the options that Altavista has for their youth. 



Mr. Jester stated, even though the request came from the YMCA, he felt that baseball and 

softball were also very popular sports in the community and the requested additional field 

would be a great asset to the town. Mr. Jester stated the town also had the resources to 

maintain the town’s ballfields, which helps provide the long-term stability for the town’s little 

league sports, without having to worry about where they will practice/play. He stated when 

the town implements projects such as this, it shows town citizens that their tax dollars are 

being returned back into the community by helping to enhance the “quality of life” in the 

Town of Altavista. 

 Reverend Soto inquired, if the project was approved by Council, would the new ballfield 

require fencing, to which Councilman George stated it would. Reverend Soto also asked if the 

town was seeking a recommendation from the Recreation Committee for a specific number 

of ballfields, to which Ms. Owens stated it would be up to the Committee to share whether 

or not they supported the YMCA request, and if so, if they wished to recommend one ballfield 

or multiple. Mr. Jester stated he did not feel it would be practical to have multiple ballfields 

(or tournaments). 

 Committee Chair Sarah Roach stated she did not think Council should use the town’s survey 

as the only indicator for this project, since it only included 206 opinions. She reminded 

everyone that Tony Wade’s children were no longer in little league sports, but he was still 

very active in the recreation. Mrs. Roach also referenced that the parking area at the YMCA 

and Shreve Park became very crowded when there were multiple games happening. She 

stated having another ballfield to utilize would help decrease this issue, and allow YMCA 

patrons to have better parking when visiting the facility during game time. 

 Dr. Deidre Douglas also shared her favor in recommending Town Council approve the YMCA 

request for an additional ballfield in English Park. 

 

The Recreation Committee had a unanimous consensus in favor of supporting the YMCA request and 

to recommend to Town Council that the town move forward with having one additional ballfield in 

the back portion of English Park. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

There were no “New Business” items on the agenda for this date. 

 

MATTERS FROM STAFF 

 Ms. Owens informed the Committee of David Garett’s retirement as Altavista’s Public Works 

Director, effective August 13th. She stated PW Administrative Assistant Teri Anderson was 

currently serving as the Interim Director for that department. 

 Ms. Owens also reminded the Committee that her last day as the town’s Assistant Town Manager 

would be Friday, September 3rd. She thanked the Recreation Committee members for their 

support during her time with the Town of Altavista. 

 With Steve Jester also retiring at the end of August as the YMCA’s Executive Director, he thanked 

the Recreation Committee for the opportunity to be an Ex Officio member. He stated he felt the 

partnership between the YMCA and the Town of Altavista has been mutually beneficial and he 

has enjoyed his time at the “Y” and serving for the town. 

 



MATTERS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

a. Paving of Road Extension and Additional Parking Area on Eagle Trail in English Park 

Ms. Owens informed the Recreation Committee of an item that Town Council would be discussing at 

their August Work Session. She stated there had been a recent suggestion made to Council to extend 

the existing paved road (adjacent to Eagle Trail) down closer to the new Eagle Trail River Overlook. 

She stated the suggestion was intended to offer ADA accessible parking for the Overlook area. Ms. 

Owens informed the Committee that the estimated cost for extending and paving the road, with a 

small parking area was approximately $139,500, which was not currently in the town’s budget. 

 

 Councilman George stated, while the paving company was in town completing Altavista’s 2021 

Paving Schedule, it would be nice to have the proposed road extension and additional five or six 

car parking lot, paved as well.  

 Committee Chair Sarah Roach shared her concerns and stated she did not feel it was safe for 

walkers to share space with car riders. She also shared her concern with the ADA access on the 

River Overlook, which she felt was too steep for wheelchairs and strollers to use. Mrs. Roach 

reminded everyone that Eagle Trail was soon to be even longer, with the new “loop” addition 

coming soon. She stated there would be a point where ADA access would not be available to the 

entire trail, therefore she was not in favor of the proposed road extension. 

 Reverend Ed Soto concurred with Mrs. Roach, and stated he did not feel it was appropriate to 

give road access to something that was potentially dangerous. He suggested fixing the issue at 

the River Overlook before considering to extend the paved road. Reverend Soto stated there 

were plenty of areas in English Park where the river could be viewed and enjoyed by individuals 

with disabilities. 

 

There was a consensus of the Recreation Committee not to recommend Town Council to consider 

extending the paved road on Eagle Trail, until such time as the new loop addition to the trail was 

completed and milled/paved, or if the proposed additional ballfield project was approved and 

completed, therefore justifying a need for the road extension. 

 

Ms. Owens informed the Committee that the estimated cost from Paterson Brothers to mill the fore-

mentioned loop section of Eagle Trail was $23,750, which could be covered under the Jenks Fund. 

 

 

b. English Park/Eagle Trail Restroom Addition Request– continued discussions 

Councilman George asked the Assistant Town Manager, Amie Owens, if there had been any progress 

with achieving an approval from DCR to install permanent bathrooms on Eagle Trail in English Park. 

 

Ms. Owens informed the Recreation Committee that Town Staff was diligently continuing its efforts 

with Campbell County and the DCR (Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation) to move 

this project forward. She stated, due to Eagle Trail being in the river’s “flood plain”, there were 

additional steps that needed to be considered and approved by an engineer. She stated, at this time, 

the project had not been approved. 

 

 



ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE COMMENTS 

 Reverend Soto thanked Ms. Owens for taking care of an issue at English Park that he reported. He 

stated he felt that Ms. Owens always addressed issues in a timely manner and he appreciated her 

service for the Town of Altavista. 

 Committee Chair Sarah Roach also thanked Ms. Owens and David Garrett for taking care of some 

safety issues that arose at the Bedford Avenue Park. 

 Councilman George referenced the small “beach” area on the river at English Park. He asked for 

the Recreation Committee’s input on improving the access to the beach area. Ms. Roach stated 

she felt it was a great idea. Ms. Owens informed the Committee that the FY2022 CIP Budget had 

funds allocated for this project, as well as the shore stabilization project in that area. 

 Councilman George asked what year the Frisbee Golf and Dog Park projects were on the Park & 

Rec. CIP Budget timeline. Ms. Owens stated Frisbee Golf was FY2026 and the Dog Park was FY2023 

 Ms. Owens asked, as a reference for the new Town Manager, did the Recreation Committee want 

to consider the proposed Eagle Trail Paved Road Extension Project during the next fiscal year 

(2023) budget process. Mrs. Roach stated she would be in favor of doing so, only if Council 

approved the proposed additional ballfield in that area of English Park, otherwise, she did not feel 

it would be justified to do so. There was a consensus of the Recreation Committee that concured 

with Mrs. Roach on this matter. 

 

There were no other questions or comments from the Recreation Committee. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:09 p.m. 


